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“After a 2008 rendition that outclassed its fellow
Fleurie in the Duboeuf portfolio, the 2009 Fleurie
Chateau de Grand Pre — tasted from tank —follows

in the same impressive mold and then some.
Vinification under the direction of owner Claude
Zordan involves partial de-stemming and extended,
cool fermentation; and the wine will enjoy a longer
stay in tank than most of its fellow Duboeuf 2009s.
Scents of blueberry, blackberry, and almond extract
usher in a juicy and refreshing palate and the finish-
ing buoyancy belies the wine’s nearly 14% alcohol.
Fruit pit bitterness, tart berry skin, and an illusive
but distinctive sense of mineral savor (there is a hint
of iodine, but that’s not all) render this as intriguing
as it is sensually satisfying. I suspect one could
enjoyably follow this for at least 3-4 years.”
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